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South Carolina and the Radical
Programme.
BTONG LETTER FROM HON. BDENJAMIN
F. PERRY, AGAINST THE CONSTITU-
TIONAL AMENDMENT.

One by one the leading men of the
South are taking position squarely and
publicly against the constitutional amend.
wment. It gives-us pleasure to lay before
our rcaders the following manly letter
from the Hon. B. F. PErny :

Gureesvinus, 8. C., October 26, 1866.
Charlea W. Woodward, Exq., Philadcdphia :

My Dear Sig :—I had the pleasure
of receiving your letter a few days siuce.
expressing a kind interest in the condition
of the Southern States, and urging that
South Carolina should adopt the constitu
tional amendment proposed by Congress.
You also expressed a wish to kuow wmy
views in reference to this all absorbing po
litical question.

It hus been said that a man ean never
be dishonored cxcept by hiwself, Others
may injure him upd oppress him, but they
can no more dishonor him and render him
infamous that they cun defama girfue, and
truth and honor. The same may be said
of a pevple or a nation. Whilst they pur-
sue an honorable and patriotic vourse they
cannot be disgraced by the insults, wrongs
and oppressions of a stronzer power, how
ever tyrannical and exacting that power

may be.

’{he Southern people may be deprivid
of all plitical power in the Union, their
property may be confiscated, and their
most distinguished and virtuous citizens
gibbeted on the gallows, but they cannot
be rendered infamous in history by any
such barbarous and inhuman conduct.—
Such a course will unly dishonor and ren-
der infumous their oppressors,

I do not coneur with you in supposing
that the constitutional awend lent will be
adopted by three fourths of the Swutes. |
aw sure this will not be the case. There
are thirty six States inthe Federal Union,
and this will require the adoption of the
amendment by twenty seven. The rejec
tion ol the amendment by ten States will
defeat it. It is morally certain—as cer
tain as any future event ean be, depending
on human action—that South Carolina,
(Georgia, Virginia, North Caroling, Ala-
bama, Florida, Mississippi, Louisiana,
Texas, Arkansas and Kentucky—cleven
States—will not dishonor themselves by
adopting the proposed constitut.onal a-
wmendment.  There ure not, therefore, as
you say * Northern States enough to make
the requisite number to adopt the amend.
ment.” 1f adopted, it must be hy the aid
of 1wo recreant States of the South besides
Tennessee. This cannot ocecur.

You state that you greatly fear worse
terms will be imposed on the South it the
amendment be not adopted. What secu
rity has the South that the worse terms
may not be imposed, if the awendment is
adopted ! We have no guarantee whatever
that the Southern members will be admit
ted to their scats in Conuress, after the
smendment is adopted.
kind is intimated ; and, whilst the test
oatt. is exacted, it would be impossible for
the Southern States to be represented in
Congress, except by those who would dis-
honur and disgrace them. We have no
guarantee that Clongress may not still hold
the Southern States as conquered provin-
ced, and appoint Provisional Governors

over them, with instructions to convene |

*“loyal” econventicns, elected by universal
negro suffrage, and have formed State
Constitutions, by which ail shall be en-
titled to vote aud hold office, without re
gard to caste or color, to the exclusion of
every one who has aided or countenanced
the “ rebellion.”

The first section of the constitutional a—
mendment proposes to make citizens of all
the negroes in the Southern Siates, with-
out regard to woral character or attach—
ment to Republican principles, which are
required of all foreigners who beeome eiti
zens, after a residence of five years in the
United States. No matter how infamouns
may be the charucter of the wegro, asa

liar, a rogue and a murderer, he becomes |

an American citizen by this amendmant,
and entitled to all the rights and privile.
ges of citizenship. But the Irishman,

German and Englishman must first satisfy
the court that he is a man of good moral
character, and well attached to the princi~
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SPARTANBURG,

S.C., THURSDAY,

NOVEMBER 15, 1866.

ples of our Goyernment, betore he ean be
wvested with sach rights and privileges.
Wh
the black man, in his ignorance and vice,
over the virtuons and intelligent white
wan who comes here from a foreign lund,

wen tn person and property. They may |

property, inherit and be tried, as white
‘et are. They are subject to no greater
penaltics or punishment for crime than
white men. 1In all the Southern States
the same enactment has been or  will be
made. It would seem that this ought to
sutisfy the Northern people of our pur-
pose to proteet the negro and do ample
Justice to him in all of his rights of person
and property.

The right to hold office and vole is a
political right, which belongs exclusively
to every community, and to be regulated
as to them shall seem proper, without in-
terference, in any way, by any other pow
er. There is not a ecivilized community
in the world where restrictions have not
been imposed on the righs of holding office,
voting and exercising polit cal power.
The Northern States have done su from
their earliest history up to the present day.
To deprive the Southern States of the
same right, would be the grossest injustie
and tyranny. And to cousent toit, on
their part, voluntarily, would be self degre
dation and infamy.

The second section of the proposed con
stitutional amendment declares that repre
sentation sghall be in proportion to the num-
ber of voters in each State, and that ii
any male inhabitants over the age ol
twenty-one are excluded from votingfor
any cuuse whatever, they sh.ll not be enu-
merated in the basis of representation
This mukes it imperative on tie Svuihiern
States o give up their representation for
a large portion of their population, or per-
mit the negroes to vote.  The injustice of
this constitational provision to the Souath-
ern States must  be manitest to every un
prejudiced nnnd,

In all of the Southern States, a large
proportion of their population consisis o!
negroes, who are utterly incapable ot hold
ing uflier, voting or exercising any politi-
cal rights, At the suwe time they exe ude,
by their labor, white persons, who woulu
otherwise take their places, occupy the
country and cultivate its lands.  |no the
Noitheru States  they have very few ne
sroes, and their exclusion from voling
would not serivusly affeet their represen
tution in Congress. The consequence wouli
he that one’section of the American Union,
with great wealth and a large population,
would have a most inadequate influence i
national legislation.

The proposed amendment of the Feder
al Constitution forces the Southern States
to chouse between giving up their cqual
representation in Uongress, or permiting
their negros to vote.  Between  these al
ternatives, no Southern State conid hesitate
1or a moment 1o choose when the issue is
foreed on thewm. Eqgnal representation in
the national counci:s must be wiven up.
You very prop rly say, that alecady the
Southern States are in a minority oot
houses of Congress, and a full representa
tion for their negroes would not give thew
a wajority of the House of Representatives

In Sou h Carolina we have largely over
o hundred thousund more negroes thay
white persons. It universal suffrige pre
vailed, the entire political power of the
State would be in the bhauds of the LeEToes
They could elect to every office in the
State one of their own caste, and send
Senators and Representatives to Congress
The same State of affuirs, deprorable as it

this preference should be given to |

is hard to conceive. J

Already South Carolina has declared, '
by legislutive enactment, that negroes shall |
have all the rights and privileges of white | houorable men.

sue and be sued, purchase and dispose of' |
{an Englishman,

would be, must likewise tnke place in
Mississippi.  And 1n all of the Southern |
States there would be muny counties in o |
similar eondition—unegroes clected to the
Legislature and filling all county offices
To suppose that any Southern State
would voluntarily adopt such a provision
in the National Constitution, is to presume |
| that slie is insensible to her own honor,
| and reckless of her own safery. It may

| be said that Tennessce has already doune !
s80. Never was there a greater mistake.
If the coustitutional smendme nt had been
submitted to the people of Tennessee, 1t
would have been rejected l!)‘ nive-teuths
of them. 1t was adopted only by & minor-
ity of her Legislutuse, unfuirly and cor-
ruptly elected, and thoroughly debased and
degraded by Northern influcoce o all
commanities there are unprineipled and
Linfamous men, who seek power and natori
Euty by sacrificing honor and the intoreses
of thewr country.  Unfortunately for Ten.
nessce, the scum and dregs of soeiety have
been thrown up by the aorrible civil war
through which she hus pussed.  Men have
[ got mtu power in tha. State, accidentally

{and Iraudulently, who are a disgrace 1o
human nature, and who will ever remain
|infamons in history.  The same thing  an-
not again oceur in any other Southern
Siate,

The third section of the proposed oon-

stitutional amendment is more revolting to
an honorable mind than cither of the oth
ers.  Itis, in the true scuse of the word,

| a Bill of attainder and ex post facta law, so

repugnant to the sentiwents and feclings
ot the framers of the Federal Constitution
that they declared no such law should ever
be pussed. It punisles for past offenecs,
by one fell swoup, tens of thousands of
The coneeption of such a
Bill was never before, probably, thought
of by an Englishman, o1 the déeendant of
It eertain y was not at
tempted by the Engli a Parliament 1o the
darkest and plovdicst duys of Kuglish tyr
anny. The only iucident in history anal
agous to it, is the wish of Nero, that all
wen had but one neck so that he eould ot
them off at one blow. Lt proposes to os
tracise und disgrace forever, not only all
the leading wen of the South, but all,
however humble they way te, who have
ever fiilled any civil office in any of the
Southern Rtates. This section declares
thyt no one who has taken an oath to sup
port the Constitution of the United Stares
and was afterwards aiding and abetting in
the war, shull hereatter hold any office un
der the State or United States.

The Governors of the States, the Judg-
es, members of the Legislature, magis
trates, constables, State and  Distriet ofhi
cers, are ull, forever excluded by this pro
vision  t'o suppose that any Southern
man would  voluntarily adopt such a pro
vision 18 indeed plicine o very low  esnr-
wate on Southern chiarseter,  The soldier
who gallantly foueht ander the tead of his
General, and who would have saerificed his

ment. Under the pretext that a State has

own life, at any time, fir the protection |

»f his commander, 18 required to dishonor
and disgrace him in peuce.  The son s
iequired to vote the intumy of his father
L'he people are asked to repudiate and
disgrace those whom they have, through
hite, honored and glorified in honoring
very Souibern Stuie s required io capel
trom their councils, her Legislature, aud
trom all public offices, her wisest, best and
wost experienced servants Was  ever
sueh a proposition before sobmitted to an

[ entrely swatlowes up by Congress, and the

intellgent, virtuous and Christian people 7 |

How auy honorable man, who reflects on
tnis section of the pro: wod amendment,
and sees its bearing an' consequences, ean
expeet or counsel its adoption is, to my
wind, incompreheusible.  That any South
orn man should vote for it or favar s
udoption is a eonfession of his own dishon-
or and infamy.  Such a wan wonld wil
tingly betray his country, los own house
nold and lus God.

It the Southern States were so lost to
all shame as to adopt  this scetion, 1t is
possible that  young men  mizht be fvan.
w Gl all the State offices; buat they could
not represent their State in l'nu_;;run_\e or
hold oy office wuder the United States,
on cecount of their having aided and abot
ted in the war.  The =~ tates would sull ne

unrepreseuted in Congress as long as the

test vath 1s continued

The Constitution of the United States
provides that amendments way be propos
cd by a vote of two-thirds of hoth Houses
of Congress, and when adopted by three

lourths ot the State Lewislatare, shall be |

cowe a part of the Federal Constitution
s elause of the Constitution evidently
contemplated a full Congress when sueh
amwendments should be proposed. [t was
supposed  that all of the States would be
represented  in Congress. This was the
seeurity against the injadicions  smend-
wents.  Dat the proposed amenduent was
adopted  whalst ten States wore exeluded
trom all yepresentation 1o Congress. It
never could teen proposed o the
State Levislatures by a full Convress, and
conscquently  should not now be regarded
by them +s eonstitutionally  svbmirted to
the Legislatures  for adoption.
be, and will be, rejeeted unanimously by
ten or eleven ol the Southern States, and
never ean becowe a part of the Federal
Coustitution.

Wihat will be the consequence of this
rt'jf-l_'linn,

ha ¢

| destod clipire,

wias *
|

dential eleetion in 1868,

! perpetuate the power of theie party. This

Ccluding Southern wembers, if this eould

It should |

| repudiate the one or assu

virtuous, however corrupt and malignunt
their leaders may be.  The Executi e De-
partment of the National Government is
with us, and will do all that, man ean do
t+ waintain the Constitution and the cqual
rights of every scetion of the Union. There
is every reason to beiieve, too, that tie
Judiciary Departinent of the Government
will oppuse its silent and  peacetul power
to the tyranny of Congress; and we should
uot despair.

The tourth scction of the proposed a—
wendment to the Constitution, which guar
antees the Federal debt and repudiates
the Contederate debt, is as NNNECOSSATY s
it is luttle No Southern State wishes to
the other,
L1, ut any future time, » m ority of
2ress should be disposed o dishooor the
nation by repudiation, this section. as a
purt of the Constitut:on would not stay
their action. They could reluse or nego.
luul. tu luv)‘ taxes or make :lpprupriulimls
to meet the debt as it becomes due, with
out vivkating the Constitution.  And even
it 1 did vioate the Constitution, that
wonld be no barrier to a corrupt Congress.
in carrying out thewr purpose, as we know,
by the sad experience ot the present Con
gressan disvegarding and trumpling on the
Federal Constitution,

The fifth seetion of the proposed amend
ment declares that “ Congress shall have
puwer to enloree, by appropriate iogislu—
tion, the provisions ol this article.” Here
we huve a power given Cougress to de
siroy all the rights of the States, and cen-
trahize ull power in the Nutional Gov rn—

i ]d;_:\.'d Lo |}r.\']ll'l'_'l‘.‘i ur llllluu"i'iuﬂ Ui u
citizen by refusing sufirage to the negrovs,
Cungress may, under this section, declare
wimversal suttiage to that eluss of persons.
Under the pretext that some one has been
deprived by State Courts of his liberty or
property, they may wive the United States
Cuouris entire jurpsd; of alll

in the State. The legislative, executive
and juheiary departweats of the State
Government may, under th.s seetion, be

Awerican Union made one grand eonsoli-

Phie proposed amendment was not sub-
witted to the President for his approval,
as required by the Constitution, before
betng submitted to the State Legislatures,
and they should not, therefore, consider
or regand it at all as a proposed constta
tonal amendment for their adoption —
Kleven St tes were exeluded tro n Con—
gress when it passed, and the President
never sunetioned it

But I teel well assured that Congress
el not expeet or wish the rutification of
thix amendment by the States. The peo
pre were made to believe thut Longress
intended to reconstraet the Union. This
a tub throwa out to the whaide,” to

ull the fall elections were over.
Cangress does not intend to have the
States reconstructed il afrer the Presi
The Sou hern
States are to be kept out of the Union
tll alter that pertod, in order to insure the
radieal II'I'IIHl].III

The vhject of the Radieal leaders is to

HEINR B

they think they ean do by negro suffrage,
and by that alone.  But they were airaid
to put that plunk i therr platform at pre-
sent,  Irwill be inserted two years hence.
When Stewart roposed univeral .‘-Il“'l':!gl."
wid universal :|hn-~:_\‘, the leaders of the
Radieal party expressed their willingness
toadopt it They were willing to torgo
the piessure of Imnr,:ila_r_: rebels and ex-—

be aceomplished

L lave thus, my dear sir, given you my
views in reference to the constitutional
amendment.  Let me conelude by assurving
you that as feeble as 8 ath Carolina  may
be, and ns ¢ powerless” as you say she is
“to protect hersel)” she is, nevertheless,

[ able to waintain, awidst all her oppres- |

15 wholly mmmateral  to the!

Southern States. You say thut worse terins .

will be enforecd on us.  This may be s0;
but we shall have the consolation of know-

Cing that we did oot voluntarily adont them,

and that awmwdst all the tyranny and op

Jresston which may be ||L-.|§-|'ll o us, we !

have maintained our honor aosutlied, and
never ¢an lose our self respect.

The Southern States may be kept out
of Congress,  Who cares for that 7 We
have been out for the last twilve months,
wnd during all that time have been Hupro
ving our condition, and rapidly restoning
thie Pt"l:‘i]ll:l'il'\' ol our country Fhiee North-
ern people are  nearly ciually  divided,
Oue-halt of them are our irends, who
deeply sympathize with us in our wistor-
tuoes.  Wirh this halt, we counstitute a
large majority of the people of the United
Stutes. Lt will be pussing strunge, indeed,
i ome third of the people of this Republio
should continue to rule, with a rod of iron,

the othier two thirds, for any length ol nme. |

Tout this tyronny and usmped  power
should continue always, is tmpossible. Lt
must, and will, have its cad  The masses
of the American prople are honest aund

sivns, her honor unsutlied, and wi | never,
voluntarily, aceept her own degredution, |
1 am, with great respeet, yours, &o., |
B K. PERRY.
— ¢ A — l
The Cincinnati Commereinl takes strong
cround i fuvor of the absorption of all |
Mexiweo, and thinks that such a result is |
inevitable,  Perbaps it is, but we imagine |
the Mexicans would icht to the last diteh
belore Ilu»)‘ would allow themselves to be
dragped nto such a government as this is
now, It would be well tor the Jacobins to
fearn how to govern what country they
have on therr hands belore thoy attempt
to extend therr empire

c— ¢ A —

In Ohio u machine has lutely been intro |

| corn way be

NO. 42

The Ten Commandments.

An old author thus rhymes a divine trath :
In Heaven shall dwell all christian men
That know and keep his biddings ten.

To mid our young readers to remember these

sncred ** biddens ten,” we transeribe for their
use the lines following, originally written in

one of the registers of an old parish in Eng-
land, by one Richard Christian, the vicar,—
They belong to the year 1689, and are written

in the quaint spelling of the time, which mod-
ernized. reads: .

Have thou no other God but me :
Unto no image bow thy knee ;
Take not the name of God in vain;
Do not the S8abbath day profane.
Honor thy father und mother, too;
And see that thou no murder do.
From vile adultery keep thee clean ;
Aund steal not, though thy state be mean,
Bear no false witness, shun that blot ;
What is thy neighbor's covel not.
Write these thy laws, Lord, in my heart,
And let me not from them depart.
T b A A —— e
Tue MoriLe ExpevitioNn To CuBA.
—Copying what the Northern papers sy
of the “Kunights of Arabia” and their ex-

pedition to Cuba, the Mobile Register
H—:l}'ﬂ :

We don’t know much about the expedi-
tions which are tosuil from New York and
New Oricans, but that which is to sail
from this port is now about ready to start.
The fleet, now lying at anchor in a f
pond near the mouth ot Dog River, is a
very tormidable one, consisting as it doas
oi no less than two wash tubs and a slop
bucket, cach armed with nfte brickbats
and a double barrellen cornstalk. 1t is
confidentiy belicved that the expedition
will sail as soon as the commanding officer
can get his shirt home from the washer

woman's, Let the Queen of the Antilles
tremble.

———— . —

Tne MoNEV-OrDER SysTEM.~It is
stated that a cierk of one of the business
houves of New York city was scut oat re-
cently to inquire the price of a draft of
$4,800 on Caiifornia. He ascertained that
it would be three per cent or $144. Hig
principal directed him to go to a well
known Lanker, to see it better rates could
not be obtained. The clerk mistaking the
nume given him  called on Post Master
Kelley, aud was informed that his mone
could be sent by postoffice orders for Ci’.-z
This was an unexpected eundition of af-
luirs ; woney orders had been thought of ;
but after due cousideration the sum it was
vroposed to send to California was for-
warded by means of these orders. The
rate was just oue-half' of one per cent.

—_———

A Faer Worrn Kxowrna.—To buy
the ground, erect buildings, sopply ma-
chinery and put a cotton spindle running,
with looms to weave the yarn into cloth,
costs forty dollars.  With this faet, any
man thut knows the wmultiplication table,
can arrive at the cost ol any nuwber of
spindles. 1,000 spindles will convert into
yarn about 200 bales of cotton per annum.
The same person can easily ascertain how
many spindles it will require to use up the
cotton crop of the South at a given an~
nual average, and how much eapital is re~
quired to doit. Will the reader think

about it ¢
e ——

A CerTAIN Cure ror Comrns.—It is
reported that several citizens of Raleigh
are suflerers from corns. We cannot vouch
for the fact, and therefore merely give the
report as it reached our cars from time to
time  Neither distinguished chiropodists,
nor sharp razors, nor blunt-edged knives,
nor caustie, unor any other thing, has af-
forded them wmore thun temporary relief.
For their relief, we publish the following

| remedy, which is pronounced entirely effi-

cacious by one who has tried and seen it
tried :
“Tuke twenty conts worth of acetie acid

{and apply it to the corns every night and

morning.
uees

It will eause no pain, and pro—~
a certain eure. In five days the
entirely re: oved with the
finger nml. [ have tried it and found it
to suceced."—Raleigh Progress.

- —

IxrEREsTING 70 Lawvers —Judge
Clayton, of Mississippi, says an exchange,
recently held that legal tender notes were
such and a valid tender, stopping interest
when made. That the Aet of Congress
making such notes a legal tender was con
stitutivnal, and that the power to issue
such notes is derived [rom the war powers
of the Government.  He also held that the
suspension of the statute ot limitations du-
ring the war, was constitutional and valid

——l A0 e .

James Orr, of Springficld, “Tllinois, has

Just shipped from Lisbon, St. Lawrence

dueed by which a well sixteen teet deep | county, N. Y., 5,000 trees of eve

amd one neh in dinmeter
forty minutes  The machine sinks an inch |
pipe. The water thus produced is said to
be pure and cool,
— R -
“Now, then, my hearties,” said a gallant

captam, battle hatore
you  Fight hike heroes nll your powder's
wone; then—run!  I'm a little tate, and
il start now.” |

“you have a tough

may be dug in | varioties, for the purpose of besuti

een

in
the grounds and avenues which snrrounﬁ
the grave of Abraham Lincoln.

.

A mechanie at Albany, N. Y., has in-
ven'ed a new cotton gin, with the great
mierit of being portable. A Inrger per cen.
tiuze of cotton, it 1s also olaimed, s saved
by this gin than by the one now in use

while the length of the staple is preserved




